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Blessing or a Curse
Galatians 3:6-14

Introduction:
There were men and women of faith before Abraham, 
· Abel- offered a more excellent sacrifice than Cain.
· Enoch – he pleased God and was raptured.
· Noah – prepared an ark.

But the word “faith” and “believe” were not used in the text of the Old Testament until it is applied to Abraham in Genesis 15:6. God had told Abraham that Eliezer would not be his heir. Then God said that Abraham’s seed would be like the stars of the heavens – i.e. uncountable. Both Abraham and Sarah were well past child bearing. Before the child is born, {In Gen. 17 Abraham is 99 and Sarah is 90 and there is no child.} “But Abraham believed God and God counted that faith as righteousness.”
I.  The Study of Faith – 3:6-9

A. The Foundation of Faith – 3:6

“just as Abraham ﻿﻿“believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness”
The Judaizers claimed to have the Old Testament on their side, especially looking to Moses as their teacher. But they also looked to Abraham. “We have Abraham as our father”. So Paul goes back to Abraham, almost 500 years before the Law was given. 

In Genesis 15:6 God had promised Abraham seed from His “own loins”. And though Abraham did not understand it at first, this also meant that He would be the son of Sarah as well.
Abraham believed God for the impossible and God counted it to him as righteousness. He also obeyed when God told him to offer Isaac. When the Law came did it change or nullify what God had given in the Promise to Abraham? Certainly not! (See 3:17)
B. The Fellowship of Faith – 3:7 
“Therefore know that only ﻿﻿those who are of faith are sons of Abraham.”
The word “know” is imperative. It is a command for them to know this.

The Judaizers claimed to be sons of Abraham. Paul says, “You have a choice: Be a son of Abraham and be of faith. Or, be of works and not be a son of Abraham. You can’t have it both ways.
Down through the ages, those who have believed have been a part of the group called “Sons of Abraham”. And only they are included. That is the Fellowship of Faith.
C. The Fruit of Faith – 3:8-9 
“And ﻿﻿the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the good news to Abraham beforehand, saying, ﻿﻿“In you all the nations shall be blessed.” So then those who are of faith are blessed with believing Abraham.”
The news that God would justify the Gentiles by faith is Good news, salvation by works is bad news. If we aren’t careful we will start them on Good News and then switch them to the bad news in order to keep them in line. But, it doesn’t work!
We are blessed even today with the blessings of Abraham by faith in Jesus Christ and His sacrifice on the cross in our place. In the Millennial Kingdom the entire world will be blessed through the Abrahamic covenant.
II. The Substitute for Faith – 3:10-12

A. The Fabrication of Salvation by the Law – 3:10a 
1. There is a curse connected to the Law.

“For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse; for it is written,”
2. The curse is exacted when one does not keep the Law. So, you can’t be saved by the Law if you don’t keep it.

3. Suppose one does keep the Law?
In Galatians 3:12 Paul is going to quote Leviticus 18:5,
“You shall therefore keep My statutes and My judgments, which if a man does, he shall live by them: I am the Lord.”
Some say that this verse means that if you keep the Law you will receive eternal life. 
But is that what it says?

Leviticus 18:5 is not talking about eternal life, but physical life on the earth. If you keep the laws respecting marriage, you will live a good married life. You will live a good life if you keep the Law, but you will not be justified {saved} thereby.
What about original sin? - Paul is going to show that the Law did not have the power to save. 
4. The Law was weak.
Hebrews 8:7-8
“For if that ﻿﻿first covenant had been faultless, then no place would have been sought for a second. Because finding fault with them, He says: ﻿﻿“Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah— “
What was the weakness of the Law? - The weakness was them; they could not keep it.

The enemy was “them” – “We have met the enemy and he is us.”
Even the breaking of one law brings the person under the curse, “For whoever shall keep the whole law, and yet ﻿﻿stumble in one point, ﻿﻿he is guilty of all” (James 2:10).
B. The Obstruction to Salvation by the Law – 3:11-12 
Even the Law says that man must live by faith,
“But that no one is justified by the law in the sight of God is evident, for "the just shall live by faith."Yet the law is not of faith, but "the man who does them shall live by them."
Hab. 2:4
“Behold the proud, His soul is not upright in him; But the ﻿﻿just shall live by his faith.”
This verse from Hab. is quoted 3 times in the N.T.
· Romans 1:17 tells who the just are.
· Galatians 3:11 – tells how they shall live
· Hebrews 10:38 – explains “by faith” as it introduces the “Hall of Faith” in Chapter 11.
That the “Law does not save” should not surprise us. Salvation by “faith alone” is God’s way of salvation in all of history. The dispensations (all 7) are not ways of salvation; they are ways in which those “who have been saved by faith” live so that they may please God and be rewarded by God, here and hereafter.
Heb. 12:28
“Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us hold fast to {ἔχωμεν χάριν} grace, by which we ﻿﻿may ﻿﻿serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear.  

C. The Compensation of Salvation by the Law – 3:10b 
“Cursed is everyone who does not continue in all things which are written in the book of the law, to do them.”
If everyone who does not keep the Law is cursed, and no one has kept the Law, then, we are all cursed. What can be done for us; we are all slaves under the curse.
III. The Solution of Faith – 3:13-14 (Redemption by Christ)
A. Christ Became a Curse – 3:13
﻿“Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law, having become a curse for us (for it is written, ﻿﻿“Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree”),
Christ redeemed us – ἐξηγόρασεν – He has bought us out of the slave-market of sin.
How did He do that? - He did it by becoming a curse for us. 
ὑπὲρ ἡμῶν – “for us” means “on behalf of us” or even “in place of us.” Now we don’t have to bear the curse.
This shows that His death was substitutionary. He died for me, in my place, as me.
When Christ died, I died. “I have been ﻿﻿crucified with Christ;” (Galatians 2:20).
Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree.” (Deuteronomy 21:23). This does not refer (in context) to death on a cross. The Jews did not crucify people. They usually stoned them. But they often hung their bodies on a tree to shame them. That is the curse. – Paul applies that to Jesus’ hanging on the cross.
In that act of Christ the “curse of the Law” was transferred from sinners to Christ, the sinless One, and He delivered people from it. 

B. Christ Bestowed the Blessing – 3:14
﻿﻿﻿
“that the blessing of Abraham might come upon the ﻿﻿Gentiles in Christ Jesus, that we might receive ﻿﻿the promise of the Spirit through faith.”
The blessing comes in two parts:
1. The Gentiles receive the blessing given to Abraham for all the nations of the earth (Genesis12:3)
That is “Justification apart from the works of the Law,” which is available to all who believe.
2. Might receive the promise of the Spirit.

This Holy Spirit is available to all who believe, when they believe. Again Paul emphasized that both salvation and sanctification come by faith, not by works.
Conclusion: 


